c N O X >
O 1 £ 0 5
— = O c
o E o0 g
elmdoo
2LogQ
53 &IR
5> REoo
= © S
S £
o 23
n 25
O o
o
0 5
iz 2
v DT A
S8
35
£ O

RS
SEF g
i




Table of Contents

65
66
68

70
73
74
76

The IB Diploma Programme: Introduction
Introduction: Message from the Founding Principal
Our Vision and Mission

IB Learner Profile

The IBO and the Diploma Programme

The Curriculum Model & Key Contacts

Admission into the Diploma Programme

Planning a Course of Study

Assessment of the Diploma

Core Competencies

IB Core Component
Overview

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Extended Essay

Creativity, Activity and Service

Group 1 Studies in Language and Literature
Overview

English A: English Literature

Chinese A: Chinese Literature

English A: English Language and Literature
Chinese A: Chinese Language and Literature

Group 2 Language Acquisition

Overview

English B (HL only)

Chinese B (HL only)

Language ab initio (French or Spanish; SL only)

Group 3 Individuals and Societies
Overview

Business Management

Economics

Geography

History

Group 4 Sciences
Overview

Biology

Chemistry

Design Technology
Physics

Group 5 Mathematics

Overview

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches or
Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation

Group 6 The Arts
Theatre
Visual Arts

Library at CKY

ICT at CKY

FAQs about the IBDP

About the University Guidance Centre



The IB Diploma Programme: Introduction

Message from the Founding Principal

We are pleased to offer the IB Diploma Programme (DP) at Po Leung Kuk Choi Kai Yau
School (CKY). This handbook contains information about the DP at our school. It also
explains more about the curriculum for each course and provides more information
about how to select a course of study in Year 11 and Year 12.

The DP is a challenging two-year course, which prepares students for success in life

beyond secondary education. The curriculum is specifically designed to promote

international understanding through a broad and balanced academic experience. The

DP allows students to embrace a strong commitment to learning skills that are required

in the contemporary world and leads to a qualification that is widely recognized by the

worl ddéos | eading universities. Although the DP
development of life-long skills. Through the study of DP courses students develop critical

thinking skills, independent learning skills and participate in creative, physical and

service activities in the local community. This extra level of enrichment distinguishes the

DP from other qualifications.

Language is an essential tool to allow students to investigate and preserve personal
development, cultural identity and intercultural understanding. The DP strives to ensure
that students can effectively communicate in two or more languages with people who
may have different cultural identities or perspectives on life. The DP offers an opportunity
for students to explore a wide plethora of real-world issues under the guidance and
support of teachers so that they can develop into caring, globally aware and ethically
sensitive young people.

We are confident that the DP will open many doors for our students and by providing a
world-class course of study at CKY. | would like to thank you for taking an interest in the
DP at CKY. If you have any queries or need more information about the IBDP
programme at CKY, please contact Head Principal Ms Jenny Chong and our IBDP
Coordinator, Dr James Kuan:

Email T jenny_chong@cky.edu.hk and james_kuan@cky.edu.hk
Tel. 21482052

Kind regards,

Dr. Lau Siu Ling


mailto:jenny_chong@cky.edu.hk
mailto:james_kuan@cky.edu.hk

Our Vision and Mission

Our Vision
Experience and vision complement each other.

We believe that each child loves learning and has different potentials. Provided that their interest
is stimulated, that they are given appropriate guidance, that they are given opportunities to develop
their confidence, that they are cared for and constantly encouraged, they will become outstanding
people.

Our Mission
To produce students who are assets to Hong Kong, China and the world.

The school offers an excellent learning environment, including appropriate teaching objectives,
effective teaching strategies, well-qualified teaching staff, a student-centred curriculum and ideal
teaching facilities.

In addition, the school values the co-operation of parents, cultivates a desire for learning among
students, fosters an ethos of a learning community, and aims to provide a happy and stress-free
environment in which students can develop into righteous, responsible, knowledgeable,
internationally-minded and independent life-long learners who can face the challenges of the
future.

IB Learner Profile

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more
peaceful world.

IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry
and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of
learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance.
In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and
balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize
and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively
in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively
and willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect
for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own
actions and the consequences that accompany them.



Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are
open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are
accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the
experience.

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others.
They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives
of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought,
and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave
and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical, spiritual and emotional
balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able
to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and
personal development.




The IBO and the Diploma Programme
Mission Statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young
people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding
and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to
develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and

lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

Broad education

Central to the IB philosophy is an education that is broad based, and students therefore study a
range of six academic subjects. The programme, however, does not focus only on academic
ability, and a broad education deals with the complete individual. Students will also have the
opportunity to develop their sense of belonging to a global and local community, as well as their
physical and creative skills. The IB Diploma provides an education for problem solving which
guides young people though education as well as adults throughout their life.

International mindedness and positive attitudes

Students develop their global perspectives of issues in the world as well as their sense of global
citizenship. They will understand how events in different parts of the world can have an impact on
them. The IB aims to provide an education for a better world, where students develop their sense
of duty and commitment to helping other people. This values-based education depends on all
students learning and thinking about the impact of what they do T on themselves and on other
people. IB Diploma students will grow in international mindedness. Students gain an understanding
of their cultural and national identity, and a sense of belonging, as well as a sense of what is
happening elsewhere in the world.

IB Diploma students take on a positive attitude to learning and, through a student-centred and
inquiry-based approach, they will want to learn. Teachers will provide students with formative
assessment: constant feedback and encouragement that shows students what they need to do to
improve. Students are encouraged to ask challenging questions; reflect critically; develop research
skills; learn how to learn; and participate in community service. The IB Diploma aims to develop
inquiring, knowledgeable, caring young people who help to create a slightly better and more
peaceful world.



Why the IB Diploma Programme at CKY

Students choose to follow the IB Diploma because it is a challenging programme which offers both
breadth and depth of learning. The IB Diploma provides students with a wide range of knowledge
and skills, and an ideal preparation for university education. In addition, the rigorous assessment
procedures provide universities and employers with confidence in the quality and strength of the
qualification. The IB Diploma is unique in developing the international mindedness of students.
The flexibility of the combinations that students can select enables them to a follow a programme
which is broad, balanced and tailored to their interests.

At CKY, the IB Diploma provides a perfect continuum in a multilingual and multicultural learning
environment, building on the knowledge and skills gained at IGCSE level, and offering an ideal
bridge to university education as well as adult learning and training.




The Curriculum Model

The curriculum is modelled by six academic areas surrounding the core

requirements.
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Admission into the Diploma Programme

1. Language
1.1 The language of teaching and delivery at the school is English and Chinese (Putonghua).

1.2 All students seeking admission to CKY will be required to undertake an admissions test
to assess the level of competency in both English and Chinese for entry to the DP.

1.3 Any student who is admitted to CKY but has no knowledge of Chinese will be encouraged
to include elements into their programme, such as through CAS, which will give him/her
exposure to Chinese culture.

1.4 CKY is committed to assisting students with other language backgrounds to access the
DP and such arrangements are outlined in the CKY Language Policy.

2. Special Educational Needs and Inclusion

2.1 At CKY students are encouraged to achieve their personal best.

2.2 We aim to provide an inclusive, challenging, stimulating environment for all of our students
and we seek to admit and include our admitted students according to the CKY Inclusion Policy.

2.3 The school is committed to catering for different ability levels and actively differentiates
learning to allow access to the curriculum for a broad range of mild to moderate Specific
Learning Difficulties (SLD).

2.4 The school offers support to students who require additional help; this ranges from
counselling from Student Guidance Officers to additional lessons.

2.5 Any admitted student who is identified, as potentially requiring assistance with an SLD will
be evaluated, by member of our learning support staff. The procedures set out in the CKY
Special Educational Needs Policy shall then apply, as will those put in place by the IB.

2.6 CKY is able to cater for students who are visually impaired or with different forms of
physical accessibility issues, as the school site is disability friendly.

3. Equality and diversity

3.1 The school s pupils are mai nGhipesedpopalation, f r om t
though we are committed to delivering education to all.

3.2 All nationalities, cultural and religious denominations are welcome at the school.

3.3 We are a secular, open and diverse school committed to serving the needs of the Hong
Kong community and developing our students to be internationally minded and tolerant
individuals capable of working in the world today.

3.4 External applications for our DP places are open to both males and females without bias.



4. Academic Achievement

4.1 CKY offers a stimulating and challenging range of courses and can accommodate
students with a range of academic abilities, provided they are able to adequately access and
benefit from our curriculum. We make this determination primarily by reviewing an outside
applicantés school records and teacher recommend

4.2 Admission to Year 11 from Y10 in CKY is based on Cambridge IGCSE grades attained in
full courses.

4.3 The equivalency of other qualifications obtained will be taken into consideration for insert
students.

4.4 For progression to IB Diploma, students are expected to attain a minimum of 3Bs
and 3Cs in the Cambridge IGCSE with additional requirements stated below:

i. A minimum of grade B in Cambridge IGCSE for all Higher Level subjects, except
Mathematics;

. A minimum of grade A in Cambridge IGCSE Mathematics for Higher Level
Mathematics;

iii. A minimum of grade C in Cambridge IGCSE for all Standard Level subjects, except
ab initio;

iv. A minimum of grade C in Cambridge IGCSE First language English for Higher Level
English B.

For students who do not meet the above course selection requirement but achieved
minimum of 6Cs for their chosen IBDP subjects in their respective Cambridge IGCSE
grades are advised to opt for the IB Certificate courses.

If you would like to take a subject that you did not study at IGCSE, you might be allowed to
take it at SL level, if permission is granted by both the relevant Head of Department and
IBDP Coordinators.

Art & Design (Textiles) students may choose Visual Art in IBDP.

4.5 In the event that a student cannot demonstrate the basic admission requirement stated in
clause 4.4, each case will be reviewed on its merits to determine whether a DP would be
beneficial to that student.

4.6 As part of the application process, a pastoral teacher (form tutor) of the student is required
to confirm their potential for completing and learning from the core aspects of the DP.

4.7 CKY School will do its best to devise an appropriate DP programme for each student.

4.8 Should the unexpected situation arise where a student was found to be not suitable to
embark upon the DP, a course of certificates would be offered which would enable that student
to attend a limited range of post-secondary courses.
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5. Day School

5.1 CKY is a private day school and as such has no boarding or residential places.

5.2 We currently operate a weekly five (5) day timetable, which is comprised of eight (8)
lessons per day.

5.3 In addition to timetabled lessons some extracurricular activities (Year 1 to Year 10) and
the CAS programme (DP) will also take place at various times during the day including before
school, after school and on Saturdays and Sundays, in some cases.

5.4 Opportunities to meet with the CAS Coordinator are timetabled into the weekly timetable.

6. Screening interviews and selection

6.1 Prospective students, who are not already CKY students and wish to pursue the DP, will

be required to attend a ¢assessedimMathsgang lGanguabee r e

(English and Chinese) competencies.

6.2 The tests will not aim to replicate any external formal examinations but will seek to
establish the level of competency in Mathematics and Languages (Chinese and English).

6.3 Student assessment is undertaken to ascertain whether that student would be able to
access the DP and also to help us evaluate what (if any) additional support would be required
to aid their learning through the course.

6.4 Following student assessment, an interview will be conducted between both the Principals
and the student and parents to determine whether the candidate would benefit from an
educational experience at CKY and is committed to perform at their personal best on the DP,
including the requirements of the core (Extended Essay, CAS and Theory of Knowledge).

7. Waiting List

7.1 If the course is oversubscribed or positions are already full prospective students will be
placed on a waiting list where parents will be kept up to date and advised when a place
becomes available.

7.2 The school will endeavour to offer a timescale on the likelihood of a place becoming
available.

8. Admissions decisions

8.1 All decisions regarding admissions to the school are considered to be final.

8.2 The Head Principal may agree to an appeal under exceptional circumstances.

11
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9. Over- and under-subscription

9.1 In cases of over-subscription, places will be offered first to all internal applicants who can
satisfy the standard entry requirement and then to external applicants. The maximum number
of students per class is 25. The school has the authority to amend this number if necessary.

9.2 Each individual applicant must meet the same criteria for admission to the specific year of
entry and places are offered in descending rank order. If a student would like to apply for
subject change, placement will be done in a first come first serve basis.

9.3 In cases of under-subscription, class will only be available in Y11 if five or more students
have chosen the subject. Furthermore, at least three students need to choose it as an HL
subject for it to become a SL and HL combined class. The school has the authority to amend
these numbers if necessary.

10. Advice on DP Course Selection

10.1 All students will be encouraged to pursue a DP course appropriate for their individual
needs at CKY School.

10.2 In the exceptional cases where it is not appropriate for a student to pursue the DP, please
refer to the process outline in Section 4.8 above.

10.3 All students and parents from Year 5 upwards are invited to attend an annual information
sharing session, which will be presented by the Head Principal, Diploma Programme
Coordinator (DPC) and University Guidance Team to provide students and parents with
general information regarding the DP at CKY.

10.4 In Year 10, students will be required to attend special information sessions regarding the
DP. Parents will be invited to attend these or any other such sessions in order to be presented
with more detailed information regarding the DP at CKY.

10.5 Regular assemblies will be held with Year 10 students to inform them about the demands
and the requirements of the DP.

10.6 Subiject teachers will make specific presentations to Year 10 students to inform them
about the courses which will be offered in the DP.

10.7. Students will be expected to complete a preliminary survey to indicate their provisional
course selection in the first term of Year 10.

10.8 The DPC in conjunction with the University Guidance Team will provide students with
individual counseling to assist students with making the appropriate course selections.

10.9 The DPC will ensure that the entire school community is informed about the philosophy
of the DP and the benefits and demands of the programme via oral presentations at other
school functions and through published literature, including the school website.

10.10 The DPC will ensure that materials relevant to admission to the DP are widely
distributed and readily available to the whole school community to allow students to make
informed choices.
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11. Transition to the DP

11.1 CKY is committed to ensuring the continuum of education and smooth transition from
Year 10 to the DP in Year 11.

11.2 At CKY School, students engage in a holistic style of education and are exposed to the
strategies and attitudes of the Learner Profile from Year 1 throughout.

11.3 Students at CKY School are also involved in a rigorous programme of developing
independent learning and research skills, which are consistent with academic honesty from
Year 1 throughout.

11.4 All students who have been conditionally admitted to enter the DP must attend an
induction course, which shall take place during the month of June and July prior to the start of
the DP.

11.5 This course is intended to focus on the core competencies including, but not limited to
the following skills:

(a) Effective time management and planning
(b) Independent study

(c) Research skills

(d) Writing skills

(e) Presentation skills

() Oral communication skills

(g) Reflective practice

(h) Collaboration and team building activities

(i) Introduction to the three core elements: Extended essay, theory of knowledge and creativity,
activity and service (CAS).

11.6 Specific reference will be made to the Learner Profile attributes during the induction
course.

11.7 An intensive induction day will be organised at the start of the academic year for students
who are new to the school and could not attend the June/July induction session.

12. Specialist Equipment

12.1 All students to the DP may bring their own laptop computer to lessons to assist their
learning.

12.2 All mathematics students are required to provide their own specialist calculator, which
conforms to the IB specifications.

13



13. Transition from the DP

13.1 The school fully supports student transitions from the DP at CKY to University programs
worldwide.

13.2 The University Guidance Team is available to aid students in their preparations for
University and their academic development is closely monitored and supported by our pastoral
support system.

14. School visit

14.1 Parents and prospective students are encouraged to visit the school and are welcome to
talk with the teachers and current students to determine whether or not CKY would be
appropriate for their child.

14.2 Guided visits of the school are pre-arranged for parents and prospective students who
wish to visit CKY.

14.3 These dates and times will be published on the CKY School website and in the local
press.

14.4 Appointments can be made via the CKY school office.

15. Prior learning

151 The DP buil ds upon studentés previo
educational programmes and certificates, which can prepare students to embark upon the DP
course.

15.2 It is anticipated that prior to embarking on the DP, students will have completed their
secondary education following the IGCSE programme or an equivalent course of study.

15.3 Whilst it is desirable that study for a particular subject at DP level has been completed at
a secondary educational level (e.g. IGCSE), students may be admitted to study a new subject
upon teachersd recommendation, although previous subject area knowledge is always
desirable.

16. Transparency
16.1 At CKY we operate a culture of transparency.

16.2 The admissions procedure and policy are transparent and open to all that would like to
viewit.I1't i s currently available on the schoo

17. Entry Grade Level

17.1 The standard age entry level of students is based on the correct age as on 1% September.

us
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17.2 The standard age of admission into Year 11 is sixteen (16) years of age.
17.3 The standard age of admission into Year 12 is seventeen (17) years of age.

17.4 Exceptions to the standard age entry level are possible in cases of higher
ability/exceptional students or with students entering from a foreign education system of a
higher level or in any other exceptional circumstances.

17.5 Applications from students who wish to enter the DP prior to the standard age entry level
will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.

15



Planning a Course of Study

Education at CKY is an on-going continuum with clear links between the different stages. The

IB Diploma builds upon the previous knowledge, skills and interests of each student.

Diploma students take six courses during the 1B Diploma: three at Higher Level (HL) and three at
Standard Level (SL). The HL courses enable students to undertake more work in disciplines
relevant to their intended university course. Students at CKY will have two lessons per week at
HL, and four lessons per week at SL. The SL lessons form the common core of the subject, and
HL students, in some subjects, share the same four lessons with SL students. The two additional
lessons which HL students attend enable them to study them in greater depth. The IB Diploma is
not exclusively for the academically able. There are many paths and course combinations which
cater for a wide range of interests and aptitudes. Students choose to take one SL or HL course

from each of the following groups:

(1) Studies in Language & Literature

English A Literature

English A Language & Literature
Chinese A Literature

Chinese A Language & Literature

(2) Language Acquisition

English B (HL only)

French ab initio (SL only)
Spanish ab initio (SL only)
Or another Group 1 language

(3) Individuals and Societies

Business Management
Economics

Geography

History

(4) Experimental Sciences

Biology

Chemistry

Design Technology
Physics

(5) Mathematics

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches
Mathematics: Application and Interpretation

(6) The Arts

Music
Visual Arts
Or another Group 1, 2, 3, or 4 subject

CORE (taken by all students)

Theory of Knowledge
Extended Essay
Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS)

16



Assessment of the Diploma

The strength of the IB Diploma depends on the rigour of its assessment procedures. The IB
Diploma, compared with alternative qualifications, is and has always been of a consistent quality
and standard. The distribution of IB Diploma grades, and confidence in the results, has been
maintained thanks to the criteria for assessment. Students are assessed against specific criteria
(criterion-referenced) rather than compared against each other (norm referenced) in order to
determine their grade.

The six IB courses selected by students are assessed on a 1i 7 scale. Theory of knowledge
and Extended essay are assessed on a A to E scale, with the students gaining up to three
additional points depending on his or her achievements in these two requirements. To earn
an IB Diploma, a student must achieve a minimum total score of 24 points without any failing
conditions.

Generally speaking, the final IB grade of 1i 7 consists of two major elements:

A 20% of the grade or more is based on internal assessment, classroom work done
during the IB course and graded by IB teachers against specific published criteria. The
IBO will request samples of internally assessed work which are then moderated,
thereby assuring the rigour of internal assessments

A The remaining 50-80 per cent of the grade is based on external assessments which are
marked by IB appointed external examiners. The external assessments are developed by
an international board of chief examiners, with input from IB teachers from around the
world.

Awarding of the Diploma
What scores must a student earn in order to gain the diploma?

To obtain a Diploma a student has to obtain 24 points at least and at least a grade D in the
Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge.

Grade E in either the extended essay or theory of knowledge results in no diploma being awarded.
Pl ease refer to the AnGener al regul ations: Di pl oma

Academic Honesty

The IBO has strict rules regarding the conduct of Diploma Programme students. Students must
refer to the CKY Academic Honesty Policy which provides the rules and regulations for conduct
in this area. There are two forms of Academic Malpractice as identified by the IBO; Academic
Infringement (not clearly acknowledging all ideas and words of other persons) and Academic
Malpractice (which includes plagiarism, collusion, duplication of work, or any other behaviour that
gains an unfair advantage for a candidate).

17



IB Diploma Core Competencies

The IB Diploma seeks to develop active, compassionate, lifelong learners who possess
the following skills:

A

A

To Do 3>

Independent study skills T where students are able to undertake research under
thet eacher s guidance

Ability to work collaboratively in groups 1 for example in experiments, where
students work together in teams of two or three

Language and expression skills T written and oral expression in a minimum of two
languages; students will be assessed on their ability to speak and communicate effectively
during presentations

Research skills T students should be able to find out, sift and organise information
meaningfully, discerning which material to keep or discard

Investigative science i practical experimentation skills

Literacy skills T including reading and translation

ICT skills T integral to the educational programme, such as safe and intelligent internet
research, and evaluating the quality of the information

Presentation skills T in class or to other groups

Time management i devoting specific time to specific activities, and being personally
organised as a preparation for university and adult life

Reflective practice 7 students will be required to submit a reflection on an interactive
oral exercise

(Adapted from The Diploma Programme: From principles into practice)

Our teachers exemplify the skills required of students, such as collaboration between colleagues,
and their professional development is central to IB pedagogy. Indeed, a good teacher is a good
student.
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